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he and his brother-in-law Damad Ferid Pasha were
early convinced that Mustapha Kemal and the National-
ists were intent on forming a separate Government.
It is hard to say how far this attitude on their part
drove the Nationalists to separation, or how far the
Sultan and his supporters knew their own countrymen
well enough to realize that, if given a free hand, they
would take this line. The Sultan endeavoured to
involve us on his side. We struggled to keep clear,
for in February 1919 the High Commissioner had
received instructions to protect the Sultan, but to take
no action against any Turks who might come into power,
even if they were members of the old hostile Committee
of Union and Progress, and on no account to become
involved in local Turkish affairs.
Very soon the Sultan's enemies became our enemies,
and, in acting in our defence, it was difficult to avoid
acting on his behalf. To those on the spot to stand
by the Sultan was clearly the sound policy. He repre-
sented the de jure Government. He was friendly, pre-
pared to carry out the Allies' orders, and he was within
their control. British interests were few. We required
the Straits open, and fair play for our traders. We
needed the moral support of the Khalif for our Moslem
subjects. There was on us a moral obligation to protect
the Christian minorities. In the early months of 1919
and in 1920, given moral support, a loan and a free
hand, the Sultan could have asserted himself and dealt
with the first efforts of Mustapha Kemal. The peasantry
were still loyal. They believed that they were enlisting
to save him. 'He sent his Grand Vizier hot-foot to